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Dear Sir: 

Applicant gratefully acknowledges the allowance by the Examiner of claims 2-8, 10-14, 
16-18, 20-22, 24-27, 29-31, and 33-37. In the statement of reasons for allowance, the Examiner 
noted that: 

None of the prior art of record, alone or in combination, discloses a device and a method 
with the device for closing an opening in a tissue, where the device and method include, 
inter alia, a shaft, a foot receptacle, a foot movable from within the foot receptacle to a 
deployed position at least in part external to the foot receptacle and extending laterally 
across the distal end portion of the shaft, a flexible guidebody, and a needle advanceable 
from the shaft through tissue and to the foot in the deployed position, and where the 
method includes positioning a suture loop across the opening after a suture has been 
advanced through tissue along a needle path. 



Applicant submits that the Examiner's statement appears to at least suggest that 
patentability of Applicant's invention(s) derives from the combination of the identified 
limitations recited above. However, Applicant respectfully wishes to clarify that patentability 
does not depend on a single limitation, or subset of limitations. Rather, the patentability of the 
invention(s) defined by a claim (or claims) must be considered with reference to the claim as a 
whole. 
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